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TRENDS

Qutdoor
Kitchens:

Expanding the luxuries of gourmet
cooking from the inside out

Cooking outdoors has evolved from burgers ond steaks on the g to
more gourme! crealions, mode on lar more sophisticated equipment
From hwbrid grills and infrared wotissenes, to sleek, sophisticaled cobinets
ond relngeration systems - all cesigned 1o ive oulsde - outdoor kilchens
now clow home cooks to whip up entire meagls and exofic recipes be-
yond the hot dog and potoio sakad picnics of the past.

According fo the Hearth, Patic & Barbecue Asscciation, nearly holf
of all gril owners view their outdoor grifing area as a functional cooking
area of thelr home. What's moe, 23 percent say it's a place where they
can rest and relax, and 29 percent view 1 as a ploce to enfertain - all
of which helos explain why oudoor palios ond decks have become so
much more thon a couple of lawn chairs with a gt and a flood light.

Why the Move Outdoors?

What's with the shift outside? Well, experts say the outdoor ving trend
began as a result of the past cecode’s economic downtum. When con-
sumars hod to cut back on vocotions and travel, they looked for other
ways 1o "gel awoy from it all” Il they couldn't do it prhysicaly, they sought
to ot least do it psychologically

Graduacl backyard improvemen! projects were more budgel frendly
than bloweut trips to Europe. So homeowners tegan to add a fire pit here
and a builtin grill thers, until eventualy they had a complete living space
where they could relax and enjoy the great outdoors. Since cookng for
friends and fomily is how we enartain inside, the outdoor kitchen was the
most logical next step.

“Outdoor living is ¢ rapidy growing Hestyle phenomenon,” said Gina
Lathrum, brand markeling manager for DCS ky Fisher & Noykel. "Cne of
the keys to outdoor Iving s bringing all the comforts of indoor living to the
outdoors, beginning with an cutdoor kitchen complete with applionces
and storage sclutions for cocking, prepanng and stering food”

Thanks to companies such os DCS. and many other manufocturers that
have recegnized an opportuniy to market to this frend, outdoor kiichens
are becoming mora like their professionally styled indoor counterparts.

Al of the copabilities of an indoor kichen con inaly be realized in
an outdoor setting,” explaned Lathrum, noting thet other outdoer kitchen
products include storoge drawers, warmng drowers, beverage chiliers,
peniry cupboards and recycing bins, which help create the ultimate out-
door kitchen experience.

24 Kaea

Clockwise from fop: Perlick’s 24-n. Signature Series Outdoor Duck
Zone Refrigerator/Freezer Drowe's (shown clongside o 154n. Sig-
noture Series Cuidoor Wine Reserve) feature two independently
controlled femperature zones and limiless options for outdoor enter-
faining. Circle No. 200 or visit kbbonline.com/freeinfo

Designed exclusively for outdeer spoces, Broan's Eite Ouldoor
Range Hood comes with a 1,100 CAM blower for exceptional vent-
laton ond an extradesp, 27-in, rood fo guarantes superor amoke
remonal. Avalcble in 36- or 48-4n. widths, it includes kbaoffle fillers fo
remove grease and protec! palio cedings. Circle No. 201 or visit
kbbonline.com/freeinfo

Looking for outdoor countertops “hat stand up to time and the ele-
ments? Utra-compoct Neolith from The Size s o high-pedformance
maledal that's resistant 1o heal, cdd, skains, scralches, chemicals and
even UV rays. A popular architectural choice for exierior clodding.
the superslim surace is also feod safe, making it perfect for ouldoor
countertops. Circle No. 202 or visit kbbonline.com/freeinfo
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We have seen the trend for ouldoor kitchens steadily increasing”
sold Brian Wellnitz, marketing manoger, kitchen ventilation, for Broan. His
company recently infroduced two new professional-style outdocor range
hoods aimed ot upscale bulldars and designers, Weinitz noted that it's
port of the compary’s continuous effort to meet consumers’ demands
and that “an outdeor range ncod is @ must for arny homeowner Iocking
o creaie a fully functioring outdoor kitchen”

The Inside Influence

In general. homeowners constantly search for iestyle products o
make thelr homes more comicrakie and cesthetically copealing. And
today, it’s as true outdoors as it s in

“IFs all o reflection of whot we're doing on the insde.” said Christopher
Grubb, president ond founder of Beverly Hills-oased Archdntencors, who
has noticed 1hal infenor design has had o direct impact on hs exterior
design projects. “I observe how my clients enteriain, corwerse, escape,
ploy. cook ond dina inside, and from thaese observations | extrapolote
outdoor project ideas and create outdeor spaces that are elegant, yet
mullifunctional and practical,” e added.

Designers and homeownes alike can thank technology for the wast
amray of products that let them take cooking outdoors. For example, the
evolution of propane into ¢ natually sale and easy-lo-use energy source
has made it possible to fake indoor items such as cooktops and lighting
outside in ¢ way that mokes therm eosy o use and maniain,

‘Propone applionces are great ways to help maximize the enjoy-
ment of your outdoor living areas while providing a safe erwironment for
warmth and amoiance,” said .esse W. Johnson, vice president of sales
and marksting for Bossman Propane Gas, Appliancs & Service. "Because
many of these iterns are porfabie, you can customze your outdoor spoce
to it your style, needs and budget”

A Worthy Investment

Besides being beauliful arecs where one can cook and entertain, out
door lving spaces also offer o rzal return on imvestment.

“Homeowners know that desgned londscapes add value 1o ther ives
as well os their property values” said Amencen Society of Landscape
Archifects (ASLA) executive vice president and CEO, Nancy Somervite,
Hon, ASLA, noting that Ivability, style and earth friendly are all mporiant
aftfributes consumers seek for their cutdoor kitchen ameas

In fael, according to market ressarch firm IBISWOorld, the outdoor living
and landscape sector has expanded to a S60-tillion-peryear industry.

“People want o put money i1 ther home improvement projects where
it's going to pay off, and cutdocr living is a logical chokce,” explaned Bob
Dalkas, CEO at UtraOutdoors.com. "Not only is it good for the voalue of your
home, but it's a soid investment for crecating great recreation spoaces and
giving your family a relkaxing arec where they can recharge their botieries”

There's octual value to an cutdeor living space in that it's a notable
saling point. And having cn cutdoor entertcnment oasis at your dsposal
also helps save money. Inslead of going out and aboul, famdies with oul
door spaces are more inclined fo stoy home and utlize these spaces,
Saving on Eoth gas money ond recreation expenses

o Enjoy the roar of o real blazang fire withoul @ chimney, elechicty
or gas ine. The floating three-sided Peninsula Ventless Fireplace from
HearthCabinet usss eco-friendly gel fuel carindges fo create a briliant,
cracking fiome. This drametic focd pont displays @ warm glow from
three sides and con be enjoyed almost anywhere desirad. Circle No.
203 or visit kbbonline.com/freeinfo

Bottorrr Cook ke the top chefs wih Viking's Professonal Outdoor §
Seres Grills. A 24in. depth makes  ecsier for consumers fo upgrade
and repioce Iher old buitn grils, and fectures ke 25,000 hign-ntersty
BTU stainless steel gril bumers and 15,000 BTU Gourmet-Glo Infrared
Rotissene Burmers lock in fiovors for culinary perdaction. Circle No. 204
or visit kbbonline.com /freeinfo
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What's Next for Outdoor Kitchens?

As far s the future goes. remendous growth in the outdoor grill
market indicates that consumers ae ready ond willing fo embrace the
ouldoor kiichen expenence. In fact the ASLA identified 1he Top Outdoor
Lving Trends for 2013, and gas grils were one of the most requested
elements, second only to fire pits and fireplaces. Global market research
firm Mintel predicts that the outdocr grill market will grow oy more than
4 percent over the next four years, with 13.9 million barbecues, grills and
smokers shipped by 2016

Johnson predicts that the next big trend in outdoor cooking will be
products that use multiple fuels. Rigat now, Kelamaozoo's Hyond Fire Free
standing Grill is the only option for combining wood, charcoal and gas
in one appliance

| beteve mandfocturers will continue 1o see returning purchasers
saarching for outdoor products that offer multiple choices of fuels, such
o3 something that lets one start with charcoal and finish with gas.” sakd
Jonhnson, noting that consumers are all seeking this versatility to execute
ther ouldoor cooking deos

Whether an outdoor kitchen consists of a kasic grill and a bistro
lobie or European-siyie cobinelry with a weoiherproof countertop and
wine refrigeration, there are countiess ways to completely custiomze an
outdoor kitchen o an indviduc!’s needs.

“Besides the plethora of products avaicoie for outdoor use, there are so
mary ways fo add personality within individual projects” soid Grukck, "Ele-
ments live drapery, counteriop detait e, fabrics, chondelers, sconces and
orchitectural defails can go ¢ long way in creating o one-of<akind look”

After all. crealing a personal soaze where homeowners feel free 1o be
themseahwes is what it's all about, inside and out. B

— 8y Holly Berecz

Tog: Designed by Norbert Wongen for Boffi, the K2 Outdoor Kitchen
includes o the necessary elements for ouldoor cooking. The slainless
steel cube design houses o state-ofthe-art cocking system perfect for
limifed spacses. A shding worktop reveals a cooklop and sink, and o
redrigerctor, dishwasher and oven/microwove moy oe added for total
customization. Circle No. 205 or vist kbbonline.com/freeinfo

Middle: A new toke on an old flkame, The Goucho Grill oy Kalamazoo
Outdoor Courmet cifers traditonal Santa Maria shyle griling with modern
comvenience. Instead of fussing with linding, o gas-powered starer burn-
er kgnts Ihe gril's wood or charcodl fire. A deep-hopper funnel removes
ash, and a stainiess steel arm easty rases ond lowers the cooking suface.
Circle No. 206 or visit kbbonline.com/freeinfo

Botform: No kitchen s complete without storoge. and DCS by Fisher &
Paykel has you covered. A Dry Pantry oflers an ided place 1o store
noneerishables, cookware and anything an indoor paniry would hold.
A Trash & Recycle Bin includes two fullsze removable bins n a side-
out, secled drower that's weather resstont and designed fo keep out
rodents and nsecls, Circle No. 207 or visit kbbonline.com/freeinfo
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